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					Installing PDFtk on Mac OS X Mountain Lion


					
						Posted on January 28, 2013 by Karl Heinz Kremer					


					
						One of my favorite PDF related tools is PDFtk. Some time ago I complained that it was no longer supported, but it seems that development has picked up again, and you can now find a brand new version – one that even comes with an installer for Mac OS X Mountain Lion. At least that’s what the section heading on the PDFtk page led me to believe. However, after digging a little bit deeper, I noticed that there is only one installer for Mac OS X 10.6, 10.7 and 10.8. That’s the reason why you may end up with the following error message when you try to install the package on Mountain Lion:



There is only an “OK” button, which closes the dialog and stops the installer.

No need to give you at this point: The reason for the error message is Gatekeeper, a new feature in Mountain Lion that limits what kind of applications can be installed without user interaction on your computer.  When configured this way, it will not allow programs that do not come from trusted sources to run. The sources that are trusted are the Mac App Store, and application that were signed with a certificate that does identify a specific developer. The key to this is in the System Preferences – bring up the System Preferences dialog and select “Security & Privacy”.



You could modify these settings temporarily, and then return to these fairly save settings, but there is an easier way around the problem:

Find the PDFtk installer that you’ve download earlier in Finder and control-click or right-click on it.



Then pick the “Open” option from the menu. This will bring up a slightly different error dialog:



There is now an “Open” button in addition to the button that closes the dialog. The message on the dialog also indicates that once we do use the “Open” button, this application will always run on this Mac, and will therefore no longer display the first error message. For a program installer that is probably not such a big deal – once the software is installed, we do no longer need to run it – but if you ever run into this error with software that is actually installed in your Applications folder, this is the way to make it run every time you double-click it.

So, just click on “Open” and let the installer do it’s job. After that, you can run PDFtk in a terminal by just typing “pdftk” or “/usr/local/bin/pdftk” if your search path is not set up to include /usr/local/bin.
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				April 27, 2013 at 7:42 am			


			thanks! thats a nice and easy work around.
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				Tip Jar
			If the information you found on my site helped you to solve a problem, please consider to hire me for your next PDF related project. If you just want to say “Thank You” for the tips and tricks I provided, you can leave a tip via PayPal (starting at $1):





		
			Recent Blog Posts
			
					EAN/UPC Barcodes in PDF Forms
									
	
					Page Splitter – For The 3rd Time – Splitting Tri-Fold Brochures
									
	
					The PDF Time Machine
									
	
					Connect to Database from PDF Form – This Time Without SOAP
									
	
					Remove Content from PDF Files Using Acrobat’s Preflight
									


		
	Blog Archive
		Blog Archive
		Select Month
 June 2023  (1)
 May 2018  (1)
 October 2017  (1)
 August 2017  (1)
 March 2017  (3)
 February 2017  (2)
 January 2017  (2)
 November 2016  (1)
 October 2016  (1)
 June 2016  (1)
 May 2016  (1)
 February 2016  (1)
 November 2015  (1)
 October 2015  (4)
 September 2015  (2)
 August 2015  (1)
 April 2015  (3)
 February 2015  (1)
 October 2014  (3)
 August 2014  (1)
 July 2014  (2)
 June 2014  (1)
 April 2014  (2)
 March 2014  (2)
 January 2014  (4)
 October 2013  (1)
 July 2013  (2)
 June 2013  (1)
 May 2013  (3)
 March 2013  (3)
 February 2013  (1)
 January 2013  (4)
 November 2012  (1)
 April 2011  (1)
 December 2010  (1)
 October 2010  (1)
 September 2010  (1)
 August 2010  (1)
 April 2010  (1)
 March 2010  (2)
 February 2010  (1)
 October 2009  (1)
 June 2009  (2)
 May 2009  (1)
 April 2009  (2)
 March 2009  (8)
 September 2008  (1)
 July 2008  (1)
 July 2007  (1)
 May 2007  (2)





		
				    

		
				



		
				



		
	Contact
			KHKonsulting LLC

khkonsulting@khk.net

		


		


	


	
		



			
				
					KHKonsulting LLC				
			


			
								Proudly powered by WordPress.
			


		

	





	
	
	

	

	
	


